
Rank Territory Value
11 Ghana 37
12 Cote d'Ivoire 35
12 Kenya 35
14 Congo 35
15 Honduras 35
16 Hungary 34
17 Sao Tome & Principe 34
18 Indonesia 33
19 United Republic of Tanzania 33
20 Ecuador 33

HIGHEST TOTAL DEBT SERVICE 1990
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total debt service as a % of the value of goods and services exported in 1990

Rank Territory Value
1 Uganda 81
2 Algeria 63
3 Madagascar 46
4 Burundi 43
5 Colombia 41
6 Uruguay 41
7 Ethiopia 39
8 Bolivia 39
9 Papua New Guinea 37
10 Argentina 37
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‘Debt service’ is the term for paying
off one’s debts. The debt repayments
shown here are publicly guaranteed
long term debts and credits from the
International Monetary Fund. Money
is lent directly between territories
(bilaterally) or via international
organisations (multilaterally). The
payments shown here include interest
that is being paid, as well as the cost
of paying off the original loan.

The debt payments of Southeastern
Africa, Northern Africa, Southern Asia
and South America were more than
a quarter of the earnings made from
the export of goods and services from
those regions. These statistics inspired
the formation of the Jubilee 2000
Campaign in the 1990s.

• Data are sourced from the United Nations
Development Programme’s 2004 Human
Development Report.

• See website for further information.

Territory size shows the proportion of all payments for
public debt that were paid by that territory, in 1990.
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EARNINGS SPENT ON PUBLIC DEBTS
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“Since the average citizen of a low-income debtor country earns less than one fiftieth of the average citizen of
a high-income creditor country, this process is like trying to extract blood from a stone.” Susan George, 1993


